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Upcoming Events

December

Tuesday 16" - Evening Performance

Wednesday 17" — Water Fight p.m.

Thursday 18" — Clean Up Day

Friday 19" — Last Day Term 4 — Clean up Day. 1.30 pm Dismissal

2026

Tuesday 27t — Staff Return
Wednesday 28 - All students Begin

Monday 9" — Thursday 12 — Grade 5/6 Camp

Dear Parents,

As we come to the end of another wonderful
year, | would like to extend my sincere thanks
to our parents and families for your ongoing
support, frust and partnership throughout 2025.
Your involvement plays a vital role in the
success of our school community. | also warmly
acknowledge our dedicated teachers and
staff for their professionalism, care and
unwavering commitment to supporting every
student to be the very best they can be. To our
students—thank you for your kindness, positive
attitudes to learning, and for the fun, laughter
and joy you bring fo our school each day. You
have created countless special memories this
year, and we are incredibly proud of you.

On behalf of all staff at Bruthen Primary School,
we wish everyone a safe, restful and happy
holiday break.

Class Structures 2026

Looking ahead to 2026, we are pleased to
share our grade structures and staffing
arrangements.

. Foundation/Grade 1 will be taught by
Ms Natalie Rainsbury, supported by Chris
Blackwood and Matilda Young as Educational
Support Staff. (To be confirmed).

. Grade 2/3 will be led by Mrs Alison
Alying, with Kirsti Penglase providing
Educational Support.

Grade 4/5/6 will be taught by Miss Nicole
Hood, supported by Katrina Hersey as
Educational Support Staff.

. Penny Young will continue in her role as
Wellbeing and Disability Inclusion Coordinator,
and Mrs Susie Grinter will remain our Art,
Science and PE specialist.

. Rocky Furnell will continue as Business
Manager.
J And we are pleased to announce that

Miss Tina Tallberg will take on the role of Acting
Principal for Term 1, 2026.

End of an Era-Mrs Young says Goodbye

As this year draws to a close, | would like to
take this opportunity to thank the students,
staff, parents and the wider Bruthen Primary
School community for your incredible support
over the past nine years in my role as Principal.
Together, we have grown the school from 32
students to 72 students and transformed
Bruthen Primary School from an
underperforming school into one that
consistently achieves strong educational and
wellbeing outcomes. With the school now in
such a positive and sustainable position, | feel
this is the right fime to begin a planned
transition toward retirement. This will involve
easing back from the principalship and
stepping info a new role focused on supporting
teaching and learning across schools in the Far
East Gippsland Network, based in Orbost.
Bruthen Primary School will always hold a
special place in my heart, and | am forever
grateful for the opportunity and privilege to
have led this school alongside such a
wonderful and supportive community. Our
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school has just completed a glowing school
review and is well positioned to continue
optimising learning and wellbeing outcomes
with fresh leadership and renewed enthusiasm.
Bruthen Primary School is ready to keep
growing as a place where our community
proudly sends their children, and where every
student is supported to shine in their own
unigue way. | know that everyone will get
behind Tina in Term 1 —she is ready o lead this
school fo bigger and better things.

End of Year Celebration Night

As the year comes to an end, we look forward
to celebrating “The Year That Was” tomorrow
night (Tuesday 16th December) at the Bruthen
Mechanics Hall. We can’t wait to see you there
to watch your children shine as they perform
“Dragon,” our whole-school production.
Grade 5 & 6 students are asked to arrive at
5:00pm, and Foundation to Grade 4 students
at 5:30pm.

Order of events:

¢ 6:00pm — Welcome

¢ 6:05pm — Whole School Production

¢ 6:40pm - Grade 6 Graduation Presentation
¢ 6:50pm — The Year That Was!

¢ 6:55pm — Christmas Raffle Draw

e 7:00pm — Goodnight

Thank you for a truly memorable year.

Grade 6 Graduation Picnic

Thank you to all the families who joined us to
celebrate the completion of our Grade 6
students’ primary school journey. It was a
wonderful evening, beginning with a relaxed
picnic dinner under the shade of our frees,
creatfing a warm and welcoming atmosphere
for this special milestone. The celebration was
made even more meaningful as our Grade 6
students shared a speech and photo story,
reflecting on their achievements and many
memorable moments throughout their time at
Bruthen Primary School.

We are incredibly proud of each of these
students — their dedication to being the best
they can be, their resilience through
challenging fimes, and their growing capacity
to take agency over their own learning. As they
prepare for the next chapter of their
education, we wish them every success in their
future endeavours. We are confident they will
continue to grow, lead and make a real
difference in the world in the years to come.

Whole School Water Fight

To finish off the school year, we will be
continuing our much-loved fradition of the
whole school water fight on Wednesday 17th
December, starting at 2:30pm. This is always a

fun and exciting way to celebrate the end of
the year together.

Students are asked to bring their bathers and a
towel. We do have some water pistols
available at school; however, students who
have one at home
are encouraged to
bring it along, clearly
labelled with their
name. Please note EL
that students will not \
be getting changed ¥
at the end of the day and will go home
wearing their bathers with a towel around
them.

We're looking forward to lofs of laughter and a
great whole-school celebration to wrap up the
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Thursday 18th and Friday 19th December will
be clean-up days at school. Students may
come out of school uniform and are asked to
wear old clothes, as they will be helping fo
clean classrooms, storage areas and the
school yard.

We will hold a very brief whole-school assembly
at 1:10pm on Friday to say our final goodbyes
and to wish everyone a safe, relaxing and
happy holiday break at 1:30pm

Starting Dates for 2026

Tuesday 27th January-Teachers return- Whole
school Professional Learning Day- ‘Responsive
Teaching’

Wednesday 28th January-ALL students return.
Foundation students also attend this day.
Foundation Rest Day Dates

Every Wednesday in February is a rest day for
our new Foundation students- Wednesday 4th,
11th, 18th & 25th February.

Beginning Monday 2nd March Foundation
students will attend school full time.

Foundation/ Grade 1 and 2 Big Day Out
Grades Prep and 1/2 enjoyed a lovely
excursion to the Buchan Caves. We enjoyed
the beautiful playground and had a sausage-
sizzle lunch.

Many of us had never been in a cave before,
and there were some very serious, deep
discussions about Bat-Man's cave and what
that might look like.

Toby's mum and Lily's dad joined us for the day
and were a wonderful help.




A highlight was when our tour guide told us he
would turn the cave lights out to show us how
dark a cave was. We were nervous, so Mrs
Ayling fold us to huddle together and hold
hands, and to our delight, we discovered that
Toby glows in the dark (his tshirt). So we asked
the guide to turn the lights off again 3 more
times and had a good giggle! (thanks Toby).
It was a wonderful opportunity to learn about
local areas of historical significance.




Whole School Big Day Out
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Come and join the fun. uduring Ta‘m
Every Thursday 9:30am-11:00am 9Z0AM=1T:00AM
at the sports’ shed.
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